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Moldova will become
the 40" EPO member state

Moldova is due to become the 40" contracting state of the European Patent Organization on 1
June 2026. The country has taken the final step towards acceding to the European Patent Convention
(EPC) by depositing its instrument of accession on 25 March 2026.

This change means that its status within the European patent system will change from a “validation
state” to a “designation state”:

e Any applicant filing a European patent e For applications with a filing date on or after
application (or a PCT application 1 June 2026, it will no longer be necessary
designating Europe) before 1 June 2026 to pay the validation fee to pursue
can pursue protection in Moldova by protection in Moldova. Instead, Moldova
paying a validation fee. will be automatically designated along with

the other 39 members.

For patent applicants, the change helps reduce the administrative burden and avoids payment of
additional fees, while also minimizing the risk of accidentally excluding Moldova from Intellectual
Property protection strategies in Europe.

At UNGRIA we have expert patent attorneys who can advise and help you establish the best
Intellectual Property protection strategy that fits your specific needs.
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Disclaimer: Please note that the present communication is of a general nature. It is not intended as legal advice and does not create an attorney-client relationship. No
warranty of any kind is given with respect to the subject matter included herein or the completeness or accuracy of this note and no responsibility is assumed for any
actions (or lack thereof) taken as a result of relying on or in any way using information contained in this note. In no event shall we be liable for any damages resulting
from reliance on or use of this information. Any analysis regarding or related to the developments indicated above needs to be applied to a case in particular and
consulted or verified with local counsel in each jurisdiction. 1
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